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Gall Midges
*small flies (Diptera) in the Family Cecidomyiidae*

ÅRelated to No-See-Ums

ÅAdults about 1/10 the size of a mosquito

From:  BC tipworm IPM guide

Photo:  J.-F. Landry
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Cranberry Tipworm (Dasineura oxycoccana)

ÅLarvae feed on terminal 

growth, may damage growing 

point and cause branching

ÅShort life cycle:  2-4 weeks

ÅMultiple generations per year

ÅPlants recover from early 

feeding, may cause damage if 

present in late season
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The Problem with 

Cranberry Tipworm on Cranberry

ÅExpanding Range

ïWell known in MA where it is thought to be of minor 

import except for late (August) infestations

ïMore important problem in northern regions (WI, QC, ME)

ïRecently found in Pacific North West (eg BC in 1998)

ïNoted in Maritimes in mid-2000s, current concern in NS

Å Issues include:

ïDifficult to manage 

ÅHard to monitor, limited insecticide choices

ïDoes it cause Economic Damage?

ïWhy Expanding Range?

ÅExpanding cropping areas, Climate change, Loss of broad 

spectrum insecticides?



What about Gall Midges on 

Blueberry? 

ÅTypes of blueberry
ïRabbiteye BB (Vaccinium ashei)

ïSouthern and Northern Highbush 

BB (V. corymbosum and hybrids)

ïLowbush BB (V. angustifolium)



Rabbiteye Blueberry

ÅGrown in southeastern states

ÅMidges feed on floral buds 

ÅProblem with fruit production 

ÅUp to 100% crop loss 



Damage on Rabbiteye Blueberry



Rabbiteye Blueberry

üCranberry Tipworm ï

AKA Blueberry Gall 

Midge ïis a VERY 

serious pest on 

Rabbiteye Blueberry!

×A second species present 

ÅProdiplosis vaccinii



Southern Highbush Blueberry

ÅFlowers 1-2 mo earlier than 

Rabbiteye Blueberry

ÅEscapes floral bud infestations

ÅVegetative buds are attacked

ÅNot as serious a problem as on 

RE BB

leaf bud death



Northern Highbush Blueberry

ÅNot considered a problem in the Northeast

ÅIn Mid-2000ôs found in Oregon

ÅVegetative tip damage, excessive branching

ÅConfused with Bo deficiency or black tip stage of plant 

development


